DOCKET NO: 290840US3PCT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 
IN RE APPLICATION OF : 

KOUKI IKARASHI, ET AL. : EXAMINER: TRAN, TS. 

SERIAL NO: 10/579,717 : 

FILED: MAY 17, 2006 : ART UNIT: 3742 

FOR: METAL VAPORIZING HEATING : 
ELEMENT AND METAL 
VAPORIZING METHOD 

PETITION UNDER 37 C.F.R. SI. 181 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 

SIR: 

Petitioners respectfully request the Office to invoke the supervising authority of the 
Commissioner under 37 C.F.R. §1.181 and provide the following remedies: 

(1 ) Withdraw the Office Action mailed November 9, 201 1 , as being 
incomplete and based upon the incorrect set of pending claims and direct 
the Examiner to provide examination of the claims as amended on May 1 7, 
2006; 

(2) Direct the U.S. PCT Receiving Branch to provide a corrected Notification 
of Acceptance under 35 U.S.C. §371 indicating that the date of National 
Stage entry for the above-identified application is May 17, 2006; and 

(3) Instruct the U.S. PCT Receiving Branch and the Office of Data 
Management to correct the record for this application to ensure that all IDS 
documents that were filed May 17, 2006, are a part of the official record. 
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FACTS RELEVANT TO EACH REQUEST AND BASIS FOR REMEDIAL ACTION 
(1) The Office Action mailed November 9, 2011 is incomplete and not based upon the 
claims pending for examination. Thus, this Office Action should be withdrawn. 

37 C.F.R §1.1 04(b) mandates: 

(b) Completeness of examiner's action. The examiner 1 s action 
will be complete as to all matters , except that in appropriate 
circumstances, such as misjoinder of invention, fundamental defects in 
the application, and the like, the action of the examiner may be limited 
to such matters before further action is made. However, matters of 
form need not be raised by the examiner until a claim is found 
allowable, {emphasis added; see also MPEP 707.07) 

That is, Applicants are entitled to examination of each pending claim that is drawn to 
elected subject matter in each Office Action, with certain enumerated exceptions (none of 
which apply here). In the case at issue, this mandate has not been met. 

Specifically, on page 2 of the Office Action mailed November 9, 201 1, the Examiner 
objects to claims 4-16 under 37 C.F.R. §1 .75(c) as being "in improper form because a 
multiple dependent claim cannot depend from a multiple dependent claim." Accordingly, the 
Examiner states that "claims 4-16 [have] not been further treated on the merits." 

Petitioners respectfully submit that this indication by the Examiner is in error as all 
multiple dependencies in this application were removed by way of Preliminary Amendment 
filed on May 1 7, 2006. Thus, Examiner of this application is contrary to the mandate of 37 
C.F.R §1.1 04(b) in that Petitioners have not been afforded examination of all pending claims 
and, as such, the Examiner's action is not complete as to all matters. The treatment of the 
claims in this application is directly prejudicial to Petitioners and prevents them from 
obtaining fair, prompt, and complete examination as to all that they have claimed. 
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On January 3, 2012 and January 4, 2012, Petitioners undersigned Representative 
discussed the foregoing and the Preliminary Amendment filed on May 17, 2006, with 
Examiner Tran. After a complete review of the Office's Public PAIR system and the Office's 
eDANS system, it was determined that the Office has misplaced the Preliminary Amendment 
filed May 17, 2006. 

To correct the Office's addition error and to make the record complete, attached to 
this Petition as Exhibit A, Petitioners submit herewith the following documents: 

(a) a copy of the signed Preliminary Amendment that was filed on May 17, 2006; and 

(b) a copy of the dated-stamped filing receipt from May 17, 2006, evidencing timely 
filing of the Preliminary Amendment (see the ninth bulleted entry in the left 
column). 

In view of the foregoing, Petitioners respectfully request that the Director withdraw 
the Office Action mailed November 9, 201 1, as being incomplete and based upon the 
incorrect set of pending claims. Petitioners also respectfully request that the Director direct 
the Examiner to provide examination of the claims as amended on May 1 7, 2006, which is 
evidenced by the documents in Exhibit A submitted herewith. 

(2) The Office's records improperly indicate the date of compliance with 35 U.S.C. §37 1(c) 
as June 11, 2008. This date should be corrected to be May 17, 2006. 

Relevant to this issue is 37 C.F.R. §1.491, which also relates to National Stage 

commencement and entry and provides: 

37 CFR 1.491 National stage commencement and entry. 

(a) Subject to 35 U.S.C. 371(f), the national stage shall commence 
with the expiration of the applicable time limit under PCT Article 
22(1) or (2), or under PCT Article 39(l)(a). 
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(b) An international application enters the national stage when the 
applicant has filed the documents and fees required by 35 U.S.C. 
371(c) within the period set in § 1 .495. 

35 U.S.C. §371 (c) provides 

(c) The applicant shall file in the Patent and Trademark Office - 

(1) the national fee provided in section 41(a) of this title; 

(2) a copy of the international application, unless not required 
under subsection (a) of this section or already communicated 
by the International Bureau, and a translation into the English 
language of the international application, if it was filed in 
another language; 

(3) amendments, if any, to the claims in the international 
application, made under article 19 of the treaty, unless such 
amendments have been communicated to the Patent and 
Trademark Office by the International Bureau, and a 
translation into the English language if such amendments were 
made in another language; 

(4) an oath or declaration of the inventor (or other person 
authorized under chapter 1 1 of this title) complying with the 
requirements of section 115 of this title and with regulations 
prescribed for oaths or declarations of applicants; 

(5) a translation into the English language of any annexes to the 
international preliminary examination report, if such annexes 
were made in another language. 

According to the foregoing, the National Stage entry date for an application entering 
the U.S. is the date when the applicant has filed the documents and fees required by 35 
U.S.C. 371(c). Contrary to the Office's indication that the above-identified application 
entered the National Stage on June 11, 2008, Petitioners submit that all required documents 
and fees required by 35 U.S.C. 371(c) were timely and properly filed on May 17, 2006. 

On August 4, 2008, Petitioners brought this error to the Office's attention in a 
"Request for Corrected Notice of Acceptance". This Request, begged the U.S. PCT 
Receiving Branch to provide a corrected Notification of Acceptance under 3 5 U.S.C. §371 
and asserting that: 

The Date of Receipt of 35 U.S.C. 371(c)(1), (c)(2) and (c)(4) Requirements is 
incorrect. 
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AND 

The Date of Receipt of all 35 U.S.C. 371 requirements is incorrect. 

To evidence the same, attached to the Request, Petitioners filed a copy of the dated-stamped 
filing receipt from May 17, 2006, evidencing the timely filing of all documents required by 
35 U.S.C. §371(c), including the executed Declaration. Accordingly, the Request begged that 
the Office correct the date of acceptance to May 17, 2006. The Office has not provided any 
response to this request. 

Attached to this Petition as Exhibit B, Petitioners submit herewith a copy of all 
documents filed on August 4, 2008, including a copy of the Electronic Acknowledgement 
Receipt evidencing timely filing thereof. 

In view of the foregoing, Petitioners submit that all required documents and fees 
required by 35 U.S.C. 371(c) were timely and properly filed on May 17, 2006. Accordingly, 
Petitioners respectfully request that the Director direct the U.S. PCT Receiving Branch to 
provide a corrected Notification of Acceptance under 35 U.S.C. §371 indicating that date of 
National Stage entry for the above-identified application is May 17, 2006. 

(3) The Office's records for this application appear to be incomplete as to the IDS 
documents filed on May 17, 2006. It is requested that the Director instruct the U.S. PCT 
Receiving Branch and the Office of Data Management to correct the record for this 
application. 

As stated above, Petitioners undersigned Representative discussed this application 
with Examiner Tran on January 3, 2012 and January 4, 2012. Also on January 4, 2012, 
Petitioners undersigned Representative discussed this application with Supervisory Examiner 
Hoang. Based on this discussion, there was additional confusion related to the documents for 
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this application. Examiner Hoang indicated that the Office's records show almost no 
documents that were filed on May 17, 2006. Although some of these documents were filed 
on June 1 1, 2008, together with an explanation that the same were filed on May 17, 2006 and 
a copy of the date-stamped filing receipt evidencing filing of the same, it appears that some 
documents are still not in the Office's records including the Information Disclosure Statement 
filed May 17, 2006. 

Accordingly, to ensure that the Office's records are complete, Petitioners respectfully 
request that the Director instruct the U.S. PCT Receiving Branch and the Office of Data 
Management to correct the record for this application and ensure that the documents 
submitted herewith as Exhibit C are properly in the Office's files. Specifically, Petitioners 
submit in Exhibit C a copy of all IDS documents as filed on May 17, 2006, , together with the 
date-stamped filing receipt evidencing timely filing thereof. 

This action is timely filed within two months of the mailing date of the action or 
notice from which relief is requested (37 C.F.R. §1.181 (f)). Thus, in view of the foregoing, 
Petitioners submit that this Petition under 37 C.F.R. §1.181 should GRANTED in its entirety 
and remedial action consistent with (1) - (3) on page 1 of the Petition be taken without delay. 
Early notification of such action is earnestly solicited. 



Customer Number 



Respectfully submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 

MAIER & NEUSTADT, L.L.P. 



22850 




Tel: (703)413-3000 
Fax: (703)413-2220 



Vincent K. Shier, Ph.D. 
Registration No. 50,552 
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EXHIBIT A 



Due Date May 20, 2006 



^SMM£N File No. 290840US3PCT By CIM/Jtv/FF 

Aerial No. New U.S. PCT Application based on PCT/JP04/1 7023 

In the matter of the Application of Kouki IKARASHI. et ai. 

For METAL VAPORIZING HEATING ELEMENT AND METAL VAPORIZING 
METHOD 

The following has been received in the U.S. Patent Office on the date stamped hereon: 

■ 21 Pgs- Specification \6 Claims (English Translation) 

■ Declaration (3 pages) 

■ Application Data Sheet (3 pages) 

■ Notice of Priority 

■ Dep. Acct. Order Form 

■ Credit Card Payment Form for $900.00 L ^ J y % 



Drawings (4 sheets) 
PCT Transmittal Letter 
Preliminary Amendment 
PCT/IB/304 

Information Disclosure Statement 
Cited References (8 ) 
International Search Report 

Case Specific Power of Attorney (with attached copy of Assignment) 



PCT/IB/308 
PTO-1449 

Statement of Relevancy 



SERIAL NO. 



DATE RECEIVED 



Docket No. 290840US3PCT 

IN RE APPLICATION OF: Kouki IKARASHI, et al. 

SERIAL NO: NEW U.S. PCT APPLICATION (based on PCT/JP04/ 17023) 
FILED: HEREWITH 

FOR: METAL VAPORIZING HEATING ELEMENT AND METAL VAPORIZING METHOD 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 

SIR: 

Transmitted herewith is an amendment in the above-identified application. 

□ No additional fee is required 

□ Small entity status of this application under 37 C.F.R. §1.9 and § 1 .27 is claimed. 

■ Additional documents filed herewith: English Translation of Specification/Declaration/Application Data Sheet 

Notice of Priority/Credit Card Payment Form for $900.00/Drawings (4 Sheets) 
PCT Transmittal Letter/Preliminary Amendment/PCT/IB/304/PCT/IB/308 
Information Disclosure Statement/PTO-1449/Cited References (8) 
Statement of Relevancy/International Search Report 
Case Specific Power of Attorney (with attached copy of Assignment) 



The Fee has been calculated as shown below: 



CLAIMS 


CLAIMS 
REMAINING 




HIGHEST 
NUMBER 
PREVIOUSLY 
PAID 


NO. 
EXTRA 
CLAIMS 


RATE 


CALCULATIONS 


TOTAL 


16 


MINUS 


20 


0 


x $50 


$0.00 


INDEPENDENT 


1 


MINUS 


3 


0 


x $200 = 


$0.00 


APPLICATION SIZE 




MINUS 


100 


0 

(each addtl. 50 sheets) 


x $250 = 


$0.00 


■ 

: 

■ . ' : ' : : - • - - 


□ MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIMS 


+ $360 = 


$0.00 


TOTAL OF ABOVE CALCULATIONS 


$0.00 


□ Reduction by 50% for filing by Small Entity 


$0.00 


TOTAL 


$0.00 



□ A check in the amount of $0.00 is attached. 

□ Credit card payment form is attached to cover the fees in the amount of $0.00 

■ Please charge any additional Fees for the papers being filed herewith and for which no check or credit card payment is 
enclosed herewith, or credit any overpayment to deposit Account No. 15-0030. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

■ If these papers are not considered timely filed by the Patent and Trademark Office, then a petition is hereby made under 
37 C.F.R. §1.136, and any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. §1.136 for any necessary extension of time may be 
charged to Deposit Account No. 15-0030. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 



Customer Number 

22850 

Tel. (703)413-3000 
Fax. (703)413-2220 
(OSMMN 05/03) 



C. Irvin McClelland 
Registration No. 21,124 

Surinder Sachar 
Registration No. 34,423 



DOCKET NO: 290840US3PCT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 
IN RE APPLICATION OF : 

KOUKI IKARASHL ET AL. : ATTN: APPLICATION DIVISION 

SERIAL NO: NEW U.S. PCT APPLICATION : 
(BASED ON PCT/JP04/17023) 

FILED: HEREWITH 

FOR: METAL VAPORIZING HEATING 
ELEMENT AND METAL 
VAPORIZING METHOD 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 

SIR: 

Prior to a first examination on the merits, please amend the above-identified 
application as follows: 

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of this paper. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on 
page 4 of this paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 7 of this paper. 



IN THE SPECIFICATION 
Please cancel the original Abstract at page 31, lines 1-20 in its entirety and insert 
therefor the following replacement Abstract on a separate sheet as follows: 



2 



ABSTRACT 

A metal evaporation heating element including one or more grooves in a direction not 
in parallel with a current direction, on an upper surface of a ceramic sintered body including 
titanium diboride (TiB 2 ) and/or zirconium diboride (ZrB2> 5 and boron nitride (BN). 
Preferably the direction not in parallel with the current collection is from 20 to 160°C to the 
current direction, the ceramic sintered body has a cavity and the groove is formed on the 
bottom surface thereof, and a predetermined pattern is drawn by a plurality of grooves on the 
upper surface of the ceramic sintered body and/or on the upper surface of the cavity. In 
addition, a method for evaporating a metal uses the metal evaporation heating element and 
heats a metal in vacuum in a state in which a part or the whole of the groove is in contact 
with the metal. 
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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A metal evaporation heating element charact e riz e d by 
having comprising: 

one or more grooves in a direction not in parallel with a current direction, on an upper 
surface of a ceramic sintered body comprising titanium diboride (TiB 2 ) and/or zirconium 
diboride (ZrB2), and boron nitride (BN), wherein the groove has a width of from 0.1 to 1.5 
mm, a depth of from 0.03 to 1 mm and a length of at least 1 mm. 

Claim 2 (Currently Amended): The metal evaporation heating element according to 
Claim 1, characterized by having further comprising at least two grooves with a distance of at 
most 2 mm. 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended): The metal evaporation heating element according to 
Claim L wherein or 2, charact e riz e d in that the number of grooves is at least 10. 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended): The metal evaporation heating element according to 
any one of Claims 1 to 3, charact e riz e d in that Claim L wherein the direction not in parallel 
with the current direction makes an angle of from 20 to 1 60° with the current direction. 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended): The metal evaporation heating element according to 
Claim 4, charact e rized in that wherein the grooves are crossed so as to form at least one 
intersection. 
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Claim 6 (Currently Amended): The metal evaporation heating element according to 
any on e of Claims 1 to 5, charact e rized in that Claim 1 , wherein the ceramic sintered body 
has a cavity, and the groove is formed on the bottom surface of the cavity and/or on the upper 
surface of the ceramic sintered body. 

Claim 7 (Currently Amended): The metal evaporation heating element according to 
any on e of Claims 1 to 6, charact e riz e d in that Claim 1 , wherein a pattern is drawn by a 
plurality of grooves on the bottom surface of the cavity and/or on the upper surface of the 
ceramic sintered body. 

Claim 8 (Currently Amended): The metal evaporation heating element according to 
Claim 7, characterized in that wherein the area ratio occupied by the pattern is at least 30% to 
the bottom surface area of the cavity with respect to one having a cavity, or to the upper 
surface area of the ceramic sintered body with respect to one having no cavity. 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended): The metal evaporation heating element according to 
Claim 8, characterized in that wherein the area ratio occupied by the pattern is at least 50%. 

Claim 10 (Currently Amended): The metal evaporation heating element according to 
Claim 8, charact e rized in that wherein the area ratio occupied by the pattern is at least 80%. 

Claim 1 1 (Currently Amended): The metal evaporation heating element according to 
any one of Claims 1 to 10, charact e riz e d in that Claim 1 , wherein in one groove, or between 
different grooves, a significant difference is provided in the depth of the groove. 
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Claim 12 (Currently Amended): The metal evaporation heating element according to 
Claim 1 1 , charact e riz e d in that wherein the significant difference in the depth of the groove is 
at least 10%. 

Claim 13 (Currently Amended): The metal evaporation heating element according to 
Claim 1 1 3 wherein or 12, charact e riz e d in that among a plurality of grooves, the groove 
having the deepest portion is provided at a center portion in the longitudinal direction of the 
ceramic sintered body or in the vicinity thereof. 

Claim 14 (Currently Amended): The metal evaporation heating element according to 
any one of Claims 11 to 13, characterized in that Claim 1 1 3 wherein among the plurality of 
grooves, the groove having the shallowest portion is provided at one end or each end in the 
longitudinal direction of the ceramic sintered body. 

Claim 15 (Currently Amended): The metal evaporation heating element according to 
any on e of Claims 1 1 to 11, charact e riz e d in that Claim 1L wherein {(depth of the deepest 
portion of the groove) - (depth of the shallowest portion of the groove)} is at least 0.005 mm. 

Claim 16 (Currently Amended): A method for evaporating a metal, charact e riz e d by 
using the metal evaporation heating element as defined in any on e of Claims 1 to 1 5 Claim 1 
and heating a metal in vacuum in a state where the metal is in contact with part or all of the 
groove. 
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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 



Favorable consideration of this application, as presently amended, is respectfully 
requested. 

By the present Preliminary Amendment a new Abstract believed to be in more proper 
format under United States practice is submitted. 

Further, the claims are amended without prejudice to make minor clarifications and to 
no longer recite any multiple dependencies. The claim amendments are not believed to 
narrow the claims in any aspect. 

The present application is believed to be in condition for a full and thorough 
examination on the merits. An early and favorable consideration of the present application is 
hereby respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 



Customer Number 



22850 




Tel: (703)413-3000 
Fax: (703) 413 -2220 
(OSMMN 06/04) 



Gregory J. Maier 
Attorney of Record 
Registration No. 25,599 
Surinder Sachar 
Registration No. 34,423 
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EXHIBIT B 



Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt 


EFS ID: 


3721303 


Application Number: 


10579717 


International Application Number: 




Confirmation Number: 


3496 


Title of Invention: 


Metal Evaporation Heating Element and Method for Evaporating Metal 


First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: 


Kouki Ikarashi 


Customer Number: 


22850 


Filer: 


Marvin Jay Spivak/Tirhas Gessesse 


Filer Authorized By: 


Marvin Jay Spivak 


Attorney Docket Number: 


290840US3PCT 


Receipt Date: 


04-AUG-2008 


Filing Date: 


11-JUN-2008 


Time Stamp: 


10:07:46 


Application Type: 


U.S. National Stage under 35 (JSC 371 



Payment information: 



Submitted with Payment 


no 


File Listing: 


Document 
Number 


Document Description 


File Name 


File Size(Bytes) 
/Message Digest 


Multi 
Part /.zip 


Pages 
(if appl.) 


1 




2908401/SReqforcorrectedn 
oticeofacceptan ce. pdf 


103962 

7d8c5e1 46b79cef356ca96fee8624dB3 
2b7f5de8 


yes 


4 





Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description 






Start 


FnH 




Request for Corrected Filing Receipt 


1 


1 




Request for Corrected Filing Receipt 


2 


3 




Request for Corrected Filing Receipt 


4 


4 


Warnings: 


Information: 


Total Files Size (in bytes): 


103962 



This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, 
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt 
similar to a Post Card, as described in MPEP 503. 



New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111 

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 
37 CFR 1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date 
shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application. 

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371 

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions 
of 35 U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the 
application as a national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, 
in due course. 

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary 
components for an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the 
International Application Number and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due 
course, subject to prescriptions concerning national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement 
Receipt will establish the international filing date of the application. 



Docket No: 290840US6PCT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



IN RE APPLICATION: Kouki IKARASHI, et al. 
SERIAL NUMBER: 10/579,717 
FILED: May 17, 2006 

FOR: METAL VAPORIZING HEATING ELEMENT AND METAL VAPORIZING 
METHOD 

REQUEST FOR CORRECTED NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE 

Commissioner for Patents 
Mail Stop PCT 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313 

The U.S. PCT Receiving Branch is requested to provide a corrected Notification of 
Acceptance under 35 USC 371 for the following reasons: 

The Date of Receipt of 35 U.S.C. 371(c)(1), (c)(2) and (c)(4) Requirements is incorrect. 

AND 

The Date of Receipt of all 35 U.S.C. 371 requirements is incorrect. 

Applicant believes that the correct date is May 17, 2006, the date of the filing the 
executed Declaration. A copy of the Electronic Acknowledgment Receipt is attached. 



Respectfully Submitted, 



OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 




Gregory J. Maier 
Attorney for Applicant 



Reg. No. 25,599 
Surinder Sachar 
Reg. No. 34,423 



CUSTOMER NUMBER 
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United States FKtent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
■ t: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Vugmia 22313-1450 



U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER NO. 



FIRST NAMED APPLICANT 



ATTY. DOCKET NO. 



10/579,717 Kouki Hcarashi 

22850 

OBLON, SPIVAK, MCCLELLAND MAIER & NEUSTADT, RC. 
1940 DUKE STREET 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 



290840US3PCT 



INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION N O. 

PCT/JP2004/0 17023 



LA. FILING DATE 


PRIORITY DATE 


11/16/2004 


11/20/2003 



CONFIRMATION NO. 3496 
371 ACCEPTANCE LETTER 



iiniiiiiiniiill 



Date Mailed: 07/02/2008 



NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF APPLICATION UNDER 35 U.S.C 371 AND 37 CFR 1.495 

The applicant is hereby advised that the United States Patent and Trademark Office in its capacity as a 
Designated / Elected Office (37 CFR 1.495), has determined that the above identified international application has 
met the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 371 , and is ACCEPTED for national patentability examination in the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office. 

The United States Application Number assigned to the application is shown above and the relevant dates are: 

06/11/2008 06/11/2008 
DATE OF RECEIPT OF 35 U.S.C. 371(c)(1), DATE OF COMPLETION OF ALL 

(c)(2) and (c)(4) REQUIREMENTS 35 U.S.C. 371 REQUIREMENTS 

A Filing Receipt (PTO-103X) will be issued for the present application in due course. THE DATE APPEARING 
ON THE FILING RECEIPT AS THE " FILING DATE" IS THE DATE ON WHICH THE LAST OF THE 35 U S C 
371 (c)(1), (c)(2) and (c)(4) REQUIREMENTS HAS BEEN RECEIVED IN THE OFFICE. THIS DATE IS SHOWN 
ABOVE. The Wing date of the above identified application is the international filing date of the international 
application (Article 11(3) and 35 U.S.C. 363). Once the Filing Receipt has been received, send all correspondence 
to the Group Art Unit designated thereon. 

The following items have been received: 

• Copy of the International Application filed on 05/17/2006 

• English Translation of the IA filed on 06/11/2008 

• Copy of the International Search Report filed on 05/17/2006 

• Oath or Declaration filed on 06/11/2008 

• Request for Immediate Examination filed on 05/17/2006 

• U.S. Basic National Fees filed on 05/17/2006 

• Priority Documents filed on 05/17/2006 

• Power of Attorney filed on 06/11/2008 

• Specification filed on 06/11/2008 
•Claims filed on 06/11/2008 

• Abstracts filed on 06/11/2008 

• Drawings filed on 06/11/2008 



FORM PCT/DO/EO/903 (371 Acceptance Notice) 



page 1 of 2 



Applicant is reminded that any communications to the United States Patent and Trademark Office must be mailed 
to the address given in the heading and include the U.S. application no. shown above (37 CFR 1.5) 



LAMONT M HUNTER 



Telephone: (703) 308-9140 EXT 201 
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FORM PCT/DO/EO/903 (371 Acceptance Notice) 




Due Date May 20, 2006 



By CIM/dtv/FF 



^Serial No. New U.S. P CT Application based on PCT/JP04/1 7023 
In the matter of the Application of Kouki IKARASHL et al. 

For METAL VAPORIZING HEATING ELEMENT AND ME TAL VAPOKIZTMn 

X/fRTT-I/^r* ~ " 



The following has been received in the U.S. Patent Office on the date stamped hereon: 
M 31 pgs. Specification 16 Claims (English Translation) 

■ Declaration (3 pages) 

■ Application Data Sheet (3 pages) 

■ Notice of Priority ^ 




■ Preliminary Amendment 



■ PCT/1B/304 



■ PCT/IB/308 



■ Information Disclosure Statement 



■ PTO-1449 



■ Cited References (8) 



■ Statement of Relevancy 



■ International Search Report 



■ Case Specific Power of Attorney (with attached copy of Assignment) 



SERIAL NO. 



DATE RECEIVED 



EXHIBIT C 



i 



Docket No. 290840US3PCT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

IN RE APPLICATION OF: Kouki IKARASHI, et al. 

SERIAL NO: New U.S. PCT Application Based on PCT/JP04/ 17023 GAU: 

FILED: Herewith EXAMINER: 

FOR: METAL VAPORIZING HEATING ELEMENT AND METAL VAPORIZING METHOD 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.97 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 

SIR: 

Applicant(s) wish to disclose the following information. 
REFERENCES 

■ The applicant(s) wish to make of record the references listed on the attached form PTO-1449. Copies of the listed 
references are attached, where required, as are either statements of relevancy or any readily available English 
translations of pertinent portions of any non-English language references. 

□ A check or credit card payment form is attached in the amount required under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p). 
RELATED CASES 

□ Attached is a list of applicant's pending applications), published application(s) or issued patent(s) which may be 
related to the present application. In accordance with the waiver of 37 CFR 1.98 dated September 2 1 , 2004, copies 
of the cited pending applications are not provided. Cited published and/or issued patents, if any, are listed on the 
attached PTO form 1449. 

□ A check or credit card payment form is attached in the amount required under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p). 
CERTIFICATION 

□ Each item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of 
this statement. 

□ No item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to the knowledge of the undersigned, having made 
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to 
the filing of this statement. 

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 

■ Please charge any additional fees for the papers being filed herewith and for which no check or credit card 
payment is enclosed herewith, or credit any overpayment to deposit account number 15-0030 . A duplicate copy of 
this sheet is enclosed. 
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